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Parish News

July already, which means the AFV chaps will be disappearing down to the
War and Peace Show held at the Hop Farm, Paddock Wood very shortly. This
is a major commitment by the club, a five day-12 table display. For further
details and queries please speak to Gary Norris.

On Saturday 19" June Andy and Nathan, Clive and myself attended the
MAFVA Cambridge open day and competition held at the IWM Duxford.
Once again Gravesham were invited onto the judging team, the only
frustrating part being there is only one Gold, Silver and Bronze for each class.
In many classes there were other entries worthy of an award.

Once again we have begun the preparations for our open day. These included
looking at the competition classes whereupon it was decided to reintroduce
the “Wild West” category along with two new classes which allow Naval/
Marine subjects to be entered plus a class for scratch built, converted but
unpainted vehicles.

Unlike other organisations, where classes remain the same, every year trends
and general modelling subjects change and so must our class category to
allow all genres a chance to compete with like-minded modellers.

My thanks to Jon Fitz and Paul Blaber for their help on this subject, once
again if you have matters you wish to discuss regarding the open day please
speak to John Fitzgerald, Steve Noble or myself.

Well that’s all for this month, regards.

Gary Norris.



Tankfest 2011

TankFest is an annual event held at the Tank Museum which is located in the small
hamlet of Wool, near Wareham, Dorset. For one weekend only the museum runs a
selected group of AFVs round their arena from WW?2 to present day. With a plethora
of static displays situated around the circumference one included modern British
armour the subject of this article.

The following pictures will illustrate a few of the vehicles to found at the show.

The British Army MBT Challenger 2 with enhanced armour and a ECM package to
protect the vehicle against IEDs. One the latest engineering vehicles to enter service
the Trojan is used by the Royal Engineers for mine clearing and soil relocation.

Challenger, AS90, Trojan and Spartan. Tﬁgéoldier seen here is wearing the current
in theatre camouflage blouse and trousers though soon to be replaced with a
different scheme.

The Supacat Jackal currently in use with the British forces in Afghanistan, primarily
designed to with stand IED blasts while on patrol. At this stage still undergoing trials
the UAS Ranger is a real bruiser.



New Releases

New from SKP is a 1/35" figure of a Wren officer while Sovereign 2000 have
expanded their figure range with 4 new WWII figures: 3 British and 1 German.
In 54mm, Andrea has released an interesting figure of a Norse lord seated
and brooding.

Accurate armour has a new release for modern period modellers with a Foden
DROPS system offering a choice of payload that can be carried. In large scale
(1/24™), Kit Form Services have released a model of the popular Saladin
Armoured car.
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In 1/35™ scale, Italeri are due to release a M3A1 Ilght tank wh|Ie Verlinden
have issued a decal sheet in 1/35" scale of Wehrmacht uniform insignia.



A Good Trip Out
New Tavern Fort
Gravesend

For anyone looking for a place to visit, why not try Fort Gardens in
Gravesend. Here you will find New Tavern fort, a good example of the many
forts that have guarded the River Thames throughout history.

Defences on this section of the river can be tracdbac to ' hen e
Gravesend and Milton blockhouses were established. The New Tavern Fort
followed this in 1780 and continued to defend the river section until 1956.
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Originally armed with twelve 32-pounder guns, these were superseded by 10
rifled muzzle-loaders (9” and 12”) with the final upgrade in 1904 with two
breech loading 6-inch guns. Supplementary firepower included 40mm Bofors
antiaircraft gun in WWIL.

Examples of all these weapons can be found at the fort along an L70 40mm
Bofors from the 1950/1960 periods, a 3inch antiaircraft gun and a 25-pounder
field artillery piece of WWII vintage.
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Entry to the fort is free allowing access to all of the guns. In addition (for a
small fee), at weekends and bank holidays during the summer period, you can
gain access to the magazines and tunnels that supplied the fort. Throughout
the magazines are displays that show the workings of the fort and give a feel
of the conditions the gunners worked under.

Adjacent to the promenade and General Gordon Gardens, the fort is also
close to a café/restaurant and children’s’ play areas.



